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I am writing this submission as the food irradiation specialist within the joint programme of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) of the United Nations and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). 

As a food irradiation specialist, I am fully in support of Application A119 that seeks a variation to the Food Standards 
Code, Standard 1.5.3 Irradiation of Food (FSANZ 2017). The variation requested is an excellent suggestion for the 
reasons detailed below. I would also like to congratulate those who compiled the application. The Horticulture and 
Forestry Science, Agri-Science Queensland Department of Agriculture and Fisheries plus Radiation Advisory Service 
have produced a very clear, well written and comprehensive submission. 

Replacing the list of 26 fruits and vegetables in the table in Division 2, section 1.5.3-3, sub-section 2, with “fresh 
fruits and vegetables”, would bring Australia and New Zealand into line with the legislative approach taken by 
countries that trade in fresh fruits and vegetables that have been treated with ionizing radiation as a phytosanitary 
measure. Most countries have adopted a system of generic approvals for broad categories of foods that may be 
irradiated for phytosanitary purposes (e.g. fresh fruits and vegetables). 

The origins of a more generic approach for approvals for broad categories of foods and specific purposes is the 1994 
guidance produced by the FAO/IAEA/WHO International Consultative Group on Food Irradiation (ICGFI). The 
ICGFI document 15 (ICGFI Doc 15) provided Guidelines for the Authorization of Irradiation Generally or by Classes 
of Food. Although based on the now superseded 1993 version of the Codex Alimentarius General Standard for 
Irradiated Food, the food classes outlined in ICGFI Doc 15 at Annex 2 are is still broadly appropriate today. Note that 
Class 2 is given as fresh fruits and vegetables, and the purpose of “quarantine control” which is broadly phytosanitary 
control. This class two in ICGFI Doc 15 would essentially be implemented by the variation to the Food Standards 
Code proposed in application A119. 

I would therefore commend the approach of replacing the list of 26 fruits and vegetables in the table in Division 2, 
section 1.5.3-3, sub-section 2, with “fresh fruits and vegetables” as proposed in Application A1193. I have attached a 
copy of ICGFI Doc 15. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 
Food Irradiation Specialist 
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Joint FAO/IAEA Programme of Nuclear Applications in Food and Agriculture 
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